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Statistics 1st SMART Call (i)
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Statistics 1st SMART Call (ii)
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• Bottom-up (no topics)

• Size matters! Affordable size to start collaborations

• Close-to-market (real applications)

• Attractive success ratios (till label)

• National funding (in Spain) on loan-basis (PID) or 
grant-basis (Innoglobal, 30-40-50%)

Motivation to be active on SMART
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• Not all countries are in (but community is growing)

• Non-homogeneous funding conditions (% of funding, budgetarial limitations, 
RTO subcontracted or direct funding) 

• 4 sequential phases in Spain (PO-FPP-International adaptation-
PID/Innoglobal)… too much!!

• What if external partners fall after label?

• What if there are relevant changes in other NFAs or funding conditions?

• SMART fee (1,5% of budget) is not very popular

• Uncertainties regarding Innoglobal-2019

Barriers & obstacles
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• 5 proposals at SMART 1st Call: they got SMART label, have gone through “international 
adaptation” and have been submitted to Innoglobal-2018

– Waiting for evaluation in 4 proposals

– 1 proposal could not apply to Innoglobal: leader left it (changes in funding conditions)! 
We aim at going directly to 2nd SMART Call at FPP stage to renew SMART label.

– E.g. COMACH: robotics with chip extraction for composite manufacturing; 3 countries 
(ES-TK-SE); 12 partners; 3 years; 5,6M€ budget

• 2 new proposals at SMART 2nd Call: 

– E.g. ZEROFORM: Zero defects manufacturing in metal parts forming with flexible 
processes (sheet metal and tubes forming); 3 countries ES-SE-PT (balanced mix of 
Univ/RTO, SMEs, large IND, technology providers); 6 partners; 3 years; 2,5M€ budget

Our activity: 1st and 2nd SMART Calls
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Example of SMART proposal (i)
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Example of SMART proposal (ii)
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• Non-homogeneous funding conditions -> 
very different degrees of interest

• Not all countries are supporting it, and it’s 
critical to choice the most suitable partner

• It’s not all under control: if any external 
partner leaves (by any reason), it may 
jeopardize the whole project.

• Uncertainties in Spanish national funding 
landscape

Conclusions: pros/cons

• Very interesting approach (bottom-
up, project size, success ratios)

• Alternative to H2020 
manufacturing fields (e.g. 
Factories-of-the-Future)

• Suitable instrument to start 
external collaborations

• Increasing list of supporting 
countries
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Closure

• Thanks for your attention!!

• Contact:

– Juanan Arrieta

– International R&D Projects Manager at IK4-IDEKO

– jarrieta@ideko.es
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